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OBJECTIVES

Traditionally, Hispanics as a group have experienced lower cancer incidence and mortality rates.  However, recent studies have demonstrated significant variation among Hispanic subpopulations within all US Hispanics with regards to their cancer experience. This variation has significant implications for the future cancer burden as well as cancer prevention and control in the US, given the projected rapid and continuing growth of both immigrant and US-born Hispanic population.  The Florida Cancer Data System (FCDS) has created a Monograph which focuses on the cancer experience of Florida Hispanics (including Hispanic subpopulation analyses) from 1989-2006,.  
METHODS

The data were derived from all cancer cases residing in Florida, diagnosed between 1989-2006.  The FCDS is a statewide, population-based cancer incidence registry created by the State of Florida Department of Health in 1978, with support from the Florida Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) National Program for Cancer Registries (NPCR).  For the assignment of ethnicity and subpopulation, the recently developed HOIA (Hispanic Origin Identification Algorithm) was applied to the FCDS data (Pinheiro 2008).  Primary cancer site and histology data were coded according to the appropriate ICD, then converted to the 3rd  edition and categorized according to SEER site groups (Ries 2005).  The top 10 cancers among all Florida residents in the FCDS database for 2006 were selected, as well as additional cancers demonstrated to be elevated in Hispanic populations. Cancer incidence trends between the years 1989-2006 were conducted using the joinpoint regression model performed by the Joinpoint software, version 3.3, (available at http://srab.cancer.gov/joinpoint).
RESULTS

The cancer site rankings among Hispanic and non -Hispanic White males were similar for the top four cancers.  Proportionally, male Hispanics had lower rates of melanoma and bladder cancer, and higher proportions of non-Hodgkin lymphoma, liver and stomach cancer.  For Hispanic females, the top five were cancers of the breast, colorectal, lung and bronchus, uterus, and thyroid. Hispanic females also had a higher proportion of cervical cancer, but a lower proportion of melanoma than non-Hispanic White females. In general, for both Hispanics and non-Hispanic Whites, there were decreasing trends in overall cancer rates over the 1989-2006 although the decrease in cancer rates was greater for both non-Hispanic White men and women compared to Hispanic men and women for all cancers.  Among Hispanic sub groups, Cubans had the largest percentages of cancer rates for both men and women. 
CONCLUSIONS
Overall, Hispanic cancer rates in Florida are lower than rates in the non-Hispanic White population for both men and women.  However, rates for cervical, liver, stomach, nonHodgkins’ lymphoma, and thyroid cancers are slightly elevated in the Hispanic population over this time period.  Cancer rate decreases were greater among the non-Hispanic White population, indicating the existence of health disparities between the two groups. Finally, Cubans experienced the highest cancer rates among all Hispanic subgroups. 
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